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Back in the early days of massively multiplayer online games, Richard Bartle, one of the developers of MUD1 - one of the
first multi-user online virtual spaces - developed a taxonomy (later turned into a test) to describe which activities most
motivated individual players. It assigned each player a score in four areas: Killing (character vs character combat was one
part of the game), Socializing, Achieving and Exploring. Still used today (though not without criticism) the Bartle Test's
categories are pretty recognizable even to outsiders - or most of them are.

Two of these four activities are, of course, readily compatible with popular conceptions of games: competition, or "Killing",
and Achievement are perhaps central to how maost people understand games. (This is perhaps why "gamification” is often
equated with "awarding points and publishing a leaderboard".) Socialization is increasingly understood as part of the draw
of games - though it should perhaps rather be recognized as part of their inherent nature. But not many non-gamers
understand that exploration is alse a key element of the appeal of games. (Though, to be fair, "non-gamers" is a steadily
dwindling population.)
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